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It was indeed an honour to serve as President 
of the Pittsburgh Community Benefit Fund and 
Chairman of the Board for the 2007/2008 
term.  It was a challenging year.  The funding 
decisions made by your Board of Directors 
remained in compliance with past AGM 
resolutions limiting the spending that can be 
done without membership consultation.  The 
Board of Directors again adhered to historical 
direction from a Spring 2000 membership 
survey (and resulting resolution) capping the 
Board’s spending authority to only the realized 
income earned by the Fund, after accounting 
for inflation, thereby protecting the value of 
the capital. 
 

The composition of the Board 
following the April 2007 AGM saw 
George Sutherland and John Scott 
elected to the Board and the re-
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• The Board has submitted 

a Notice of Motion 

seeking approval to fund 

a soccer field facility.   
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election of Morley Connors.  Sadly, Morley 
resigned his seat effective the January 2008 
Board Meeting.  Morley has been missed. 
The Board decided this Director’s position 
should be filled by way of election at the 
AGM.  Also, our previous Administrative 
Assistant, Lisa Anderson, because of work 
demands and continuing education 
commitments could not continue in her 
capacity.  Mae Rombough has been 
contracted to carry on with the 
administrative work of the PCBF. 
 
The Board indicated at last year’s AGM, and 
the membership agreed, that the Investment 
Committee was to examine the past 
philosophy with respect to investment 
strategy and devise a strategy consistent 
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• Audited financial 

statements were not 

finalized at time of this 

report.  Once available 

they will be posted on the 

website and copies 

provided at the AGM. 

• The PCBF website is an 

important source of current 

and historical information 

and documentation.        

Please check out 

www.pcbf.org 



project/grant/scholarship expenditures to an “income 
only” budget (apart from operating expenses).  This 
policy will remain in effect unless and until changed by 
the membership. 
 
As a result, the PCBF will be limited, at least in the 
short-term, to the amount of discretionary or 
“unrestricted” funding available for projects, grants and 
scholarships until the new investment strategy results in 
greater rates of return.  The future direction of the 
Fund depends on your involvement, either by voting at 
the AGM, by volunteering to sit on the Board of 
Directors, or by attending one or more of the Board’ 
scheduled meetings.  We look forward to your input 
and recommendations. 
 
PCBF Web Page, www.pcbf.org 
Established in the fall of 2006, the PCBF website has 
received well over 4,000 page views since its inception.  
The website provides a timely and effective way for 
residents in the former Pittsburgh Township with 
internet access to view and download historical and 
current information and documentation associated with 
the operations of the Fund, such as: 
• the by-laws of the corporation; 
• process and time lines for nomination of directors 

for election to the Board; 
• audited financial statements; 
• scholarship and project/grant application forms; 
• nomination and proxy forms; 
• location and details of PCBF-owned land; 
• minutes and annual reports; and, 
• time and location of Board meetings. 
 
The Board of Directors supports the PCBF website as 
an efficient, economical communications channel with 
the community that facilitates much greater and easier 
access to vital information.  The website also ensures 
transparency in the operations of the Fund and serves 
as a repository of historical documents thereby 
ensuring compliance with the Corporations Act 
(Ontario).  Residents can also contact the Board 
electronically through the email address 
secretary@pcbf.org  Many thanks to those residents 
who have provided input and feedback to our decisions 

(Continued on page 3) 

with both the Trustee Act and the Prudent Investor Approach.  
The current intent is to invest remaining principal in a 
professional manner according to the proper fiduciary duty 
required by volunteer Boards.    The PCBF Board, following 
the hard work of the Investment Committee chaired by 
George Sutherland, appointed CIBC Wood Gundy as the 
professional money management firm to assist the Board in 
achieving returns commensurate with the expectations of a 
community fund.  The Directors of the Fund are optimistic 
that a new investment strategy will achieve a better rate of 
return so that more money can be dispersed into the 
community.  Meetings with CIBC Wood Gundy on the PCBF 
investment philosophy have begun.  The PCBF investment 
philosophy will be posted on the web site as soon as 
presented to and approved by your Board.  The transfer of 
funds to CIBC Wood Gundy has commenced. 
 
Investment Policy 
In this difficult investment climate, after accounting for 
inflation, money available for community projects is 
approximately half of what it was last year.  This is due, in 
part, to a past conservative philosophy of investing a 
majority of principal in bonds (90% bonds, 10% cash).  Going 
forward, the new investment philosophy for the PCBF 
envisions a balance of secure investments (such as bonds) 
while also holding securities with potential for higher growth 
(such as equities).  The Board’s intent is to continue the past 
approach of protecting the capital, while acting prudently to 
balance risk with opportunity for greater growth.  Ultimately 
it is you, the membership, who must provide direction and 
concurrence necessary for the Board of Directors to remain 
assured that its management of the corporation is consistent 
with the wishes of the community. 
 
Unrestricted Funds 
This Board of Directors undertook the examination of many 
difficult issues, one of the most significant being the re-
examination of the PCBF Investment policy.  Decreasing 
interest rates on bond holdings has left the Board with less 
interest earned on capital (referred to as “unrestricted 
funds”) to dispense on projects, grants and scholarships as 
compared to previous years.  The Board debated new 
accounting guidelines that (in theory) provide for the use of 
unrealized capital gains on investments held within the fund.  
The Board decided that at this time the prudent course of 
action is to continue to disburse unrestricted funding in 
compliance with the Spring 2000 resolution limiting Board 
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Membership By-law Change 
This year the Board is putting forth a by-law amendment 
that establishes membership based on residency in the 
former Pittsburgh Township geographic boundaries.  The 
by-law revisions were drafted by the Fund’s Legal 
Counsel, Eric Bennett, of Cunningham Swan LLP.  The 
effect of the change is to clarify that residents no longer 
have to apply for membership. 
The rationale behind simplifying membership status to 
automatically include everyone living in the former 
geographic area of Pittsburgh Township is based on two 
factors:  first, to improve inclusiveness in the decision-
making processes of the corporation; and second, to 
minimize the cost, time, and erroneous information of the 
“opt-in” voluntary application membership database. 
 
In order to streamline and minimize expenses associated 
with the AGM Annual Report mail-out, the PCBF has 
changed to using Canada Post “unaddressed ad-mail” 
delivery services.  Under this system the Fund Annual 
Report mail-out is delivered to all occupants living in 
postal codes contained in the former Pittsburgh 
Township boundaries.  This delivery method results in a 
greater delivery density at a much lower cost per piece, 
resulting in better community information as to PCBF 
activities.  The membership database no longer becomes 
a pre-qualifier to receive the annual mail-out. 
The above means there is not the need to retain a 
database with all the inaccuracies and administrative 
problems therewith.  Since the membership database 
information assists with the confirmation and validation of 
proxies, the Board has decided to purchase the data 
commercially thereby ensuring a high degree of accuracy 
and integrity. 
 
Soccer Field Project in  
St. Lawrence Business Park 
Your Board has had preliminary discussions with the City 
of Kingston regarding making permanent the designation 
and rezoning of the current John Machin soccer fields 
(sometimes referred to as the “StarTek soccer fields”) in 
the St. Lawrence Business Park as “Open Space” in the 
new City Official Plan.  These fields are currently in an 
Industrial zone category. 
 
The above discussions are related to a motion being 
brought forward at this AGM seeking approval for funding 

(Continued on page 4) 

and management of the Fund. 
 
Fiscal Year 2008 Projects/Grants/Scholarships 
The PCBF Board approved the following amounts within 
its unrestricted funding envelope: 
• Secondary School Graduating Student Scholarships, 

$15,000 
• Historic Pittsburgh Fire Department Pumper Truck 

Restoration , $10,000 
• Joyceville Women’s Institute (JWI) Seniors Christmas 

Dinner (Dec 2007), $3,197 
• Pittsburgh Women’s Institute (PWI) Seniors 

Valentine’s Dinner (Feb 2008), $2,500 
• Maintenance and Upgrading of the Barriefield Rock 

Garden, $ 6,000 
• Student Sponsorship to United Nations Conference, 

$150 
• Joyceville Women’s Institute (JWI) Honouring Seniors 

Xmas Dinner (Dec 2008), $3,025 
• Pittsburgh Women’s Institute (PWI) Seniors Valentines 

Dinner (Feb 2009),  $2,500 
 
Elections 2008 
The election of a Director of the Fund is an open process.  
As per the PCBF by-laws the Board is obligated to put 
forth a Nominating Committee’s report.  For the 
upcoming AGM, the PCBF Board of Directors has five (5) 
vacancies as follows: three vacancies for “3-year terms”; 
one vacancy for a “two-year term”; one vacancy for a 
“one-year term”.   This structure preserves a turnover 
sequence ensuring a minimum of three Director positions 
are open for election every year and provides for the 
continuity of experience on the Board. 
 
From the five nominees elected, the Board proposes the 
individual receiving the greatest number of votes will have 
first choice of their term length, and so on.  The list of 
nominees received as of print time can be found inside this 
Annual Report.  Anyone interested in serving as a Director 
may submit a nomination form for inclusion in the 2008 
Elections process.  Please submit nomination forms to the 
Secretary no later than midnight, April 11th 2008.  The 
membership will vote for their five (5) preferred 
candidates on the ballot sheet the night of the AGM. 
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guide the Board’s philosophy going forward.  The Board 
can consider these as part of its finalization of the 
overall investment philosophy and decide what is most 
appropriate.  Deviation from the spending philosophy as 
approved by the membership will be brought back to 
the membership.  Your Board does not support 
this motion. 
 
2008 Financial Statements 
The audited financial statements, at the time of this 
report, were in ‘draft’.  Once they are finalized, they 
will be posted on the PCBF web site and will be 
presented at the Annual General Meeting. 
 
Proxies 
Legal counsel for the PCBF reviewed existing legislation 
and determined that there is legal entitlement for 
individuals to hold multiple proxies according to the 
Corporations Act (Ontario). 
 
As such the PCBF 2008 Proxy form is included in this 
Annual Report.  It can also be downloaded from the 
website.  Proxy forms must be received no later than 
7:00 pm, Friday April 18th, 2008 to be effective for 
this Annual General Meeting.  Any proxies received 
after that time will not be accepted.  Proxies must be 
received by the Secretary by 7:00 pm on April 
18, 2008.  The member assumes the risk of late 
mail delivery.   
 
Proxy forms can be mailed directly to the Secretary, c/o 
the Administrative Assistant (Mae  
Rombough) at the address on the form.  Proxy forms 
will only be accepted at the following address: 
 
Secretary, c/o Mae Rombough 
33 Ontario St 
Apt 507 
Kingston  ON   K7L 5E3 
 
For those of you intending to sign proxies or who are 
solicited to sign proxies, you should make your views 
known to the proxy holder and be confident that the 
proxy holder will represent your views at the meeting.  
The proxy form gives holder complete discretion 

(Continued on page 5) 

to construct an additional soccer field facility on the land 
owned by the Fund in the St. Lawrence Business Park, 
adjoining the existing soccer fields.  The PCBF owns two 
lots.  The two lots have sat dormant and cost the Fund just 
under $4,000 in property taxes annually as part of the Fund’s 
yearly operating expenses.   
 
The Board is considering a proposal where the current 
PCBF owned lands would become part of the overall 
community soccer field complex.  Money will be needed to 
convert the raw land to usable fields.  Up to $500,000 will 
be required for improvements to achieve the end goal. 
Before investing in this project the PCBF would require re-
designation and re-zoning of lands to be used as soccer fields 
to “Open Space”.  This will require negotiations with the 
City of Kingston.  This change in Official Plan and zoning 
should ensure the fields remain as recreational land available 
to the community of Pittsburgh as well as the City as a 
whole in perpetuity. 
 
Drynan & France Notices of Motion 
The Board of Directors received three additional motions 
from members of the community.  
 
The John Drynan motion seeks to address concern over past 
allocation of PCBF funds to projects/grants directed to 
recipients outside the former Pittsburgh Township 
geographic area.  There are projects that benefit residents of 
Pittsburgh but that are located elsewhere in the City of 
Kingston.  The Market square skating rink is a case in point.  
Your Board does not support this motion. 
 
Steve France has submitted two motions.  The first motion 
requests the membership to allocate additional funds above 
and beyond the spending limitations placed on the Directors 
for unfunded projects submitted in fiscal year 2007 (FY2007).  
The specific projects/grants in question can be seen in the 
spreadsheet included later in the Annual mail-out.  We have 
proceeded toward a new investment strategy.  At this time 
we should not deviate on an ad hoc basis from the action we 
have set in place to benefit the wider community. Your 
Board does not support this motion. 
 
The second motion by Steve France proposes new 
investment and funding objectives to be included in the 
revised PCBF Investment Policy Statement (IPS) that will 

(Continued from page 3) 
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when speaking to the motion, voting on the motion, 
and when voting on the election ballot.   If you are not 
confident that the proxy holder will represent your views 
at the meeting, then you must seriously consider whether 
to sign and deliver your proxy.  We encourage those who 
are soliciting proxies to make their views known to the 
member and clearly indicate your intentions if appointed as 
proxy holder. 
 
We, as Directors of the PCBF look forward to seeing as 
many of you as possible at the AGM being held at 7:00 pm 
on Wednesday, April 23, 2008 at LaSalle Secondary School. 
 
Sincerely, 
John Uliana 
President and Chair, Pittsburgh Community Benefit Fund 

(Continued from page 4) 

“The PCBF has provided over 
$19,000 to seniors activities 

since its inception.” 

“The PCBF Board of Directors regularly meets 

the third Monday evening of each month in the 

second floor conference room of the Pittsburgh 

Township Library, starting at 7pm.  Meetings 

are open to the public and community 

members are invited to attend.” 

Fiscal Year 2008 Approved Projects/Grants/Scholarships 

The PCBF Board approved the following amounts within its unrestricted funding envelope: 

Secondary School Graduating Student Scholarships      $15,000 

Historic Pittsburgh Fire Department Pumper Truck Restoration   $10,000 

Joyceville Women’s Institute (JWI) Seniors Christmas Dinner (Dec 2007)  $  3,197 

Pittsburgh Women’s Institute (PWI) Seniors Valentine’s Dinner (Feb 2008)  $  2,500 

Maintenance and Upgrading of the Barriefield Rock Garden     $  6,000 

Student Sponsorship to United Nations Conference     $     150 

Joyceville Women’s Institute (JWI) Honouring Seniors Xmas Dinner (Dec 2008) $  3,025 

Pittsburgh Women’s Institute (PWI) Seniors Valentines Dinner (Feb 2009)  $  2,500 

Nominees for Election (at time of print) 

The membership is asked to vote for their five (5) preferred candidates at the upcoming AGM.  Names 

on the ballot sheet will include those listed below and any other nominations that are received prior to 

April 11th, 2008, in order to fill the available vacancies on the Board of Directors. 

1. Jean Cooper 

2. Steve France 

3. Hazel Lloyd 

4. Sue McNally 

5. Richard Moller 

6. Barb Potter 

7. John Uliana (for re-election) 

8. Jeff Szumlanski (for re-election) 
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PITTSBURGH COMMUNITY BENEFIT FUND 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

Be advised that the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of the Pittsburgh Community Benefit Fund (the “Fund”) will 
be bringing a motion forward to the Annual General Meeting (AGM) on April 23, 2008, to amend the Bylaws of 
the Corporation. 
 
Motion 
To amend the Pittsburgh Community Benefit Fund Bylaws by adding subsection 19.1 as follows: 
“Any single expenditure by the Board, in excess of $500,000, will require prior approval by the membership of 
the PCBF at a general meeting.” 
 
Comments from the Board of Directors 
The Board conducts its business with the understanding that a resolution passed in May, 2000 established an 
expressed limit from the community, the membership of the Pittsburgh Community Benefit Fund.  The 
resolution setting the $500,000 limit was accepted as normal practice by succeeding Boards.  However, the 
formal knowledge capture of this limit has not been merged into the Bylaws of the Corporation.  Therefore, the 
intent of this motion is to capture the intent of this past resolution by formally including it within Section 19 of 
the Bylaws.   
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PITTSBURGH COMMUNITY BENEFIT FUND 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

Be advised that the undersigned members of the Pittsburgh Community Benefit Fund (the “Fund”) 
will bring forward a motion to the Annual General Meeting (AGM) on April 23, 2008, to amend the 
Bylaws of the Corporation. 
 
Motion 
 
To amend the Pittsburgh Community Benefit Fund Bylaws by adding a sub-clause to section 19 as 
follows:  “Any funding of projects by the Fund outside the geographic limits of the former Township 
of Pittsburgh shall be brought to the membership at a general meeting for approval.” 
 
(original signed by) John T. Drynan, seconded by Don Weiss 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Transcription of the original letter - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
April 26, 2007 
 
Pittsburgh Community Benefit Fund 
P.O. Box 5 
Joyceville, ON  K0H 1Y0 
 
Attention:  Chairman John Uliana 
 
In response to your direction at the Pittsburgh Community Benefit Fund meeting of April 25/07  I 
submit my motion as to the following: 
 
Whereas the Pittsburgh board has approved $100,000.00 (one hundred thousand dollars) over two 
years to fund The Grand Theatre and Market Square leaving our Benefit Fund short of moneys to 
supply funding for our annual Senior Christmas Dinner and other worthy causes that the fund was 
primarily designed for, and 
 
Whereas the tax payers of the Community Benefit Fund are residents of Kingston and already pay 
taxes to support Kingston expenses 
 
I therefore make the following motion that funding outside the Pittsburgh area from the Pittsburgh 
Community Benefit Fund’s interest be brought to the general membership for approval. 
 
Don Weiss 613-530-3833 seconds this motion. 
 
Yours truly 
//original signed by// 
 John T. Drynan 
cc George Sutherland 
cc Joyce MacLeod-Kane 
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PITTSBURGH COMMUNITY BENEFIT FUND 
NOTICE OF MOTION 

 TO AMEND BYLAWS RE QUALIFICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP  

Be advised that the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of the Pittsburgh Community Benefit Fund (the 
“Fund”) will bring forward a motion to the Annual General Meeting (AGM) on April 23, 2008, to amend 
the Bylaws of the Corporation. 
 
Motion 
Be it resolved that: 

Paragraph 3 of the bylaws of Pittsburgh Community Benefit Fund be amended to delete the following membership 

provisions: 

 “Membership in the Corporation shall be limited to persons, over the age of 18, interested in furthering the 

objects of the Corporation and, specifically, to eligible voters residing in the community known formerly as Pittsburgh 

Township as defined by the geographic limits of the Township of Pittsburgh, County of Frontenac and Province of 

Ontario, as it existed on October 31, 1997, and shall consist of those persons whose application for admission as a 

member has received the approval of the Board of Directors of the Corporation.” 

 

and substitute in place of such provisions the following: 
 “Membership in the Corporation shall be available to those persons over the age of 18 and residing in the 

community known formerly as Pittsburgh Township, defined by the geographic limits of the Township of Pittsburgh, 

County of Frontenac and Province of Ontario, existing on October 31, 1997 who are interested in furthering the 

objects of the Corporation. Persons meeting the above qualifications for membership shall be admitted as a member of 

the Corporation without delay or the necessity of further approval.” 

 

Paragraph 4 of the bylaws of Pittsburgh Community Benefit Fund be amended to delete the following membership 

provisions: 

 “Any member may voluntarily withdraw from the Corporation by delivering to the Corporation a written 

resignation and lodging a copy of the same with the Secretary of the Corporation.  Any member who ceases to be an 

eligible voter residing in the community known formerly as Pittsburgh Township as defined by the geographic limits of 

the Township of Pittsburgh, County of Frontenac and Province of Ontario, as it existed on October 31, 1997 shall 

immediately cease to be a member.  Any member may be removed from membership by the Board of Directors for 

cause. Removal shall occur only after such member to be removed has been advised in writing of any complaints lodged 

against him or her and has been given reasonable opportunity for defence.  Such member, if removed, may appeal the 

decision of the Board of Directors to the Annual General Meeting of the Corporation, providing that written notice of 

such intent to appeal is provided to the President at least ten days prior to the holding of such Annual General 

Meeting.” 

 

(Continued on page 11) 
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and substitute in place of such provisions the following: 

 “Any member may voluntarily withdraw from the Corporation by delivering to the Corporation a written 

resignation and lodging a copy of the same with the Secretary of the Corporation.  Any member who ceases to qualify 

as a member of the Corporation in accordance with the provisions of Paragraph 3 shall immediately cease to be a 

member of the Corporation.” 

 

Paragraph 34 of the bylaws of Pittsburgh Community Benefit Fund which currently states: 

 “At all meetings of members of the Corporation, every question shall be determined by a majority of votes of 

only the members unless otherwise specifically provided by statute or by these by-laws.” 

 

be amended as follows: 

 “At all meetings of members of the Corporation, every question shall be determined by a majority of votes of 

only the members unless otherwise specifically provided by statute or by these by-laws. Any person who qualifies as a 

member of the Corporation in accordance with paragraph 3 of these bylaws at the time of the Annual or any Special General 

Meeting of members shall be entitled to attend and vote at such meeting.  

(Continued from page 10) 

Past Project/Grant Highlights (FY 2007) 

1st Joyceville Scouts, Sponsorship to 

Canadian Jamboree (CJ) 2007, $2,000 

Replacement of playground equipment, 

Holy Name Catholic School, $25,000 

Re-roofing of St. Mark’s Church, Barriefield, a 

Kingston landmark built in 1843, $10,000 

Other Projects & Grants funded in the previous fiscal year: 

• Barriefield Rock Garden, $6,000 
• New Goal Posts for John Machin Soccer Fields, $9,000 
• JE Horton Public School, new sound system, $5,000 
• École Madeleine-de-Roybon, new folding cafeteria tables, $6,000 
• LaSalle Secondary School Music Council, new sound equipment, 

$3,300 
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Be advised that the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of the Pittsburgh Community Benefit Fund (the 
“Fund”) will bring forward a motion to the Annual General Meeting (AGM) on April 23, 2008, to seek 
the membership’s approval to negotiate with the city regarding long-term provision of a soccer field 
facility in the St. Lawrence Business Park.  Negotiations will include the re-designation and re-zoning 
of the subject lands. 
 
Motion 
The Board requests the membership’s permission to proceed with negotiations with the City of 
Kingston to conserve the current John Machin fields as open space, re-designate and re-zone the 
PCBF lands and the John Machin fields in the Business Park in exchange for the City acquiring the 
PCBF lands, and entering into a joint development with the PCBF for a soccer facility.  The cost to the 
PCBF will be the value of the land and up to $500,000 to develop the fields. 
 
Comments 
The soccer field proposal put forth by Savas Kekkas, President of Southeast Ontario Soccer 
Association, provides the following cost breakdown for the project: 
1.  Site Preparation       $100,000 
2.  Fence, 8 ft. fence to surround entire playing field  $  40,000 
3.  Lights, 8 poles, 7 lights (1000 Watt) fixtures per pole  $120,000 
4.  Turf, including irrigation and drainage    $210,000 
5.  Goal posts       $    5,000 
6.  Bleachers, 4 sets of 50 seat bleachers    $  15,000 
7.  Parking        $  10,000 

For more information on the PCBF 
land in the St. Lawrence Business Park, 
please see the web site www.pcbf.org 
under the menu item “PCBF Land”. 

The Board of Directors is in favour of 

this motion, believing it to be a worthy 

project that will make a long-lasting 
positive contribution and legacy for the 
community, families and children.  
Furthermore, re-designation and      
re-zoning of the land ensures that the 
soccer fields remain in perpetuity. 

PITTSBURGH COMMUNITY BENEFIT FUND 
NOTICE OF MOTION 

 FOR APPROVAL TO FUND A SOCCER FIELD FACILITY  
IN THE ST. LAWRENCE BUSINESS PARK 

 


